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FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR

Dear Friends,

Before the 8:30am service this past Sunday, | paused with Mike
Tolbert for a moment of prayer — always our practice before sharing with
you in worship. As part of this prayer, | spoke these words: “Lord, slow
us down.” | believe these are words | will repeat many times in the
approaching days.

| say this because, like you, | know this to be a time in which
there is much busyness and much hurrying. We all know that we can too
easily focus on what we are doing, and thereby miss the many ways in
which God intrudes in our lives.

What irony! For this is the season in which God intrudes in the
most humble and loving of ways — drawing near to us in flesh, God with
us, so as to make us his own. So again | pray that God will slow us down
— to see the surprising and relentless ways in which God draws near to
us.

This season is an ideal time to invite someone to worship. We
can provide all kind of publicity, we can deliver door hangers, we can use
all manner of social media — as we should. But far and away the most
effective means of someone finding their way to church is by personal
invitation. We all can invite to the Christmas parade Open House, to the
cantata on December 18", as well as the service that evening, to the
Spontaneous Christmas Pageant on December 23™, to the 6pm Family
friendly service on Christmas Eve, or to the 11pm Traditional Service on
Christmas Eve.

Let’s get used to this idea of inviting persons to church. In
addition, let’s get used to inviting people to any and all of the activities
offered by Highland: to small groups, to mission events, to dinners, to
activities of United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women.

| say let’s get used to this idea because in doing so we build upon
a conversation that has been happening in recent called meetings of our
Administrative Council. We have addressed the need to grow in
ministries of hospitality and evangelism, and will be giving greater focus
to these ministries as we move into a new year of ministry.

As we slow down to see anew the presence of God; as we
graciously seek to welcome others into worship and service at Highland,
| pray that we know that God has set us here, and it is God who seeks to
work through us so that we may be a light in darkness; so that we may
be an instrument of good news for the sake of God.

Grace and Peace,

Keith

REMEMBER

THE CHILD

Sunday Morning
Schedule

8:30 am Worship
9:45 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
(Sanctuary)

11 am The Compass

(in the Fellowship Hall
Casual dress)

Office Hours
Monday ¢ Thursday
8:00 am ¢ 4:00 pm
Friday
8:00 am ¢ 1:00 pm
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Greetings again to all my brothers and sisters in Christ! First of all thank you so much to all of the
youth who came together to plan and lead the HUMC Y8uthday worship on November 19 a wonderful
success. Thank you as well to all of the worship participants who voiced your appreciation to the youth. |
would also |Iike to express my appreciation and j o)}
November 13. There were over a thousand people participating in the walk, and even more who gave donations
to the Krusade. The youth and parents cooked and sold hot dogs to further give to the fundraiser. We raised
$479.00 in hot dog sales alone. Kelsildrer family are very grateful for the love and support offered by the
church and by the community of Colonial Heights as a whole.

We are entering into the time of every year when things start to get a bit more hectic for our
families. We celebrated Thargiging just a week ago, and now Christmas is just around the corner
and things in our lives start gainingpmentum This usually marks the time of year when we start to
hatch our welimeaning and grandiose plans for what the holidays will look like fofamaities, but if
your family is anything like mine, we insteéidd ourselves barely through December and praying that
we will simply survive the holidays with our families inta¢tow do we get so far off track from how
we would like to spend this spattime of celebration? We forget how to be simple people, living
simple lives.

Christmas is a time for remembrance. We remember that we are a blessed people. We
remember that God has shared His son with us. We remember our families and our frienols, and h
much they mean to us. We remember all that is good in our lives. We would be wise to also try to
remember to be simple people seeking to humbly reconnect with the true Chrisamasember
something is to literally remember. To put together somethithat has been torn apart. To make
whole that which was separate; to reunite the body.

We truly are simple creatures. We are designed, simply to love God, and other people, and to
then come together as a community and share in that love together eWegeifso distracted by
everything that is going on in our personal lives, that we forget the lives of those around us. We forget
to remember and we forget how simple life can be.

We are not made to be separate creatures, but to be a bodgwéitslreunited through
re-membering. We are not made to be over scheduled, over burdened, or overdosed on life. God
designed us to simply live, and simply give of ourselves to each other.

This Christmas let us give thanks to the Lord, not only fogtfief Christ, but also for the gift
of each other. Mary gave birth to our Savior, and he gave birth to the Church. It is through his life and
sacrifice that we have come together as a body of believers. Let us make this holiday season a time fo
remembeng, for celebrating, and for rest. Not a time for overindulgence in the hectic and stressful,
but a time that we all come together and bear witness to the birth of the Prince of Peace.

In the Love of Christ,
Pastor Mike

December Youth Events:

A3 Breakfast with Santa
A6 Christmas Parade
A11™ Youth Ice Skating Trip
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The Colonial Heights Christmas Parade is just around the corner (Dec 6). This year's Christmas parade theme is
"Fallen but not Forgotten, September 11, 2001". The Highland UMC float will be titled Sources of Hope and
Help, and will focus on three first responders (a fire fighter, a police officer, and an EMT) as they come to the
manger to pray.

We need volunteers to help build and ride on the float. Come on out and help us build an awesome float for
the parade.

We also need volunteers to help host the Highland Open House during the parade. Highland opens its doors
during the parade and offers parade attendees coffee, hot chocolate, cider, and cookies. There will be a games
area for kids, and live Christmas music. During this time we will be handing out invitations to the church
Christmas services. If you would like to volunteer in either of these capacities or you have any questions,
please contact Chris Caldwell at c.caldwell20@comcast.net or 620-202-1079.

Spontaneous Christmas Pageant
Highland is hosting a “Spontaneous Christmas Pageant” this year on Friday, December 23, at 7pm.
This will be a fun evening for adults and children to tell and enjoy the Christmas Story in a new way.
No rehearsal, no stress —just a time to gather and participate and sing and smile!

Calling All Cooks:

As many of you know, Highland United Methodist Church hosts weekly Wednesday Night Community
Supper every Wednesday at 5:30pm, in the fellowship hall. These dinners are a great way to reach
out to the community surrounding the church, as well providing a fun evening of fellowship for
HUMC members. These dinners are offered free of charge, and all are welcome to come.

In effort to streamline and share the responsibility of this vital ministry, we are looking for individual
volunteers who are willing to cook, serve, or clean. 6 people could easily cover one dinner, and we
are looking for about 6 teams to host dinners on a rotational basis. The more individuals we have to
volunteer, the longer the break we all have between hosting the dinners. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Tricia Cox at CancerNP@aol.Com or by calling 804-651-2350.

Please be a blessing to the church and our community by offering your services.

HANDBELLUPDATE
The amount received for new handbell’s as of November 21, 2011 is $10,872.65; the cost is
$16,000.00.
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Heifer Project

The 5" and 6™ Grade Sunday School
Class sponsored the Heifer Project.
They raised $742.00 and purchased

the following animals:

1 Llama

1 Goat

1 Pig

2 sets of Rabbits

3 sets of Honeybees
2 Sets of Trees

2 sets of Ducks-Geese

2 sets of Chickens

Total

$150.00
120.00
120.00
120.00
90.00
60.00
40.00
40.00

$740.00

Thanks to all who contributed to this
project. The children enjoyed
selecting the animals.

December 18

8:30 am Choral Cantata in
Sanctuary
11:00 am Choral Cantata in
Compass Worship

Thank You

The SPR Committee wish&s
commend Bill Rawlings, Linda Morris
and Nancy Boswell for their gracious
and generous service to Highland in
2012, Bill will continue to serve as ou
Director of Homebound Ministry and
Linda will continue to serve as our
Director of Handbells, and Nanayill
continue as our Financial Secretary,
despite the budgetary shortfall which
led to a defunding of these positions.
While they will be unable to give as
much time as they did before, they
plan to continue their ministries to th
best of their abilitis as volunteers.
We know that the entire Highland
family appreciates the Christian
service of Bill, Linda and Nancy.
Thank you from the bottoms of our
hearts!

Best,
Delilah
SPR Chairperson

Trustee proposed change to church

procedures
Your Trustees are updatitige January 2010
HUMC policy and procedures for use of
church facilities. Twahanges we want to
bring to your attention pertain to use of church
property outside the church, and nonmember
use of the church for weddings. Comments on
the followingproposalgnay be given to any
Trustee.

- Church property shall not be taken
outside the church for personal use

- If two nonmembers apply to use HUMC
for a wedding, a Highland pastor shall be the
officiating pastor.
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Listed are our Shut-in’s —Give them a call, send a note let them know you care and they are in your prayers

(Those with asterisk would enjoy visits).

Larry & Mary Amiss

Betty Bands

Virginia & Fred Barker

John Brockwell
Bruce Branton
Evelyn Dail
Jackie Fenderson
Mary Ferguson
Barbara Kellam
Clyde Long
Bea Mann
Edythe Martin
Peggy Picardat
Nancy Price
Lillian Ross
Betty Story
Marty Thorne
Clarence Wells
Ann Webb

Martha Woolfolk

Joyce Westfall

Alex Westmoreland

Out of State

Helen Moore -332 Buna Vista Avenue,
Arnold, MD 21012

Upper Room Devotional Books are

X N OO *

*

*

available in the Sunday School area
located in the Upper Room Rack. Cost:
.70c Regular print

$1.00 Large print

Legend - 1 Colonial Heights Health Care Center
831 E. Ellerslie Avenue, Colonial
Heights, VA 23834

2 Dunlop House ¢ 235 Dunlop Farms
Colonial Heights, VA 23834

4 Brighter Living ¢ 5301 Plaza Drive,
Hopewell, VA 23860

5 Dinwiddie Nursing and

Rehabilitation Home ¢ 46 Diamond

Drive, Petersburg, VA 23860

63201 Uz Uwll OUI ENeiE Ow( UOOEUDET
Nursing Home ¢ Rt. 10) 12001

Ironbridge Road, Chester, VA 23831

7 Golden Living Center ¢ 287 South
Blvd., Petersburg, VA 23803
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The
Poinsettia
Project

a ministry of Highland United Methodist Church

TheAdvent Conspiracyis centered around bringing a deeper meaning to Christmas. Thisatidaal
Christian movement is characterized by its four founding principles:

Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, Love All.

In this spirit, this year we launcfhe Poinsettia ProjectNow, along with decorating our Sanctuary with lovely

poinsettia pnts on Christmas Day, we will also collect donations to help feed the area hungry. Your generous
gift will support the churchds mission work at the (
You may purchase a poinsettia in memory of or in honor of someone, jasfesr$ past. And brand

new this year is an option to donate to the project in lieu of giving flowers, or to make a contribution to the

projectin addition toyour flower purchase.

We want to share the love of Christ with this project that helps @atiae that
compassion, not consumption
is the reason for the seastne tcdéebrate a birthday party on Christmas Day that Jesus would be proud of
attending. Please be prayerful in considering a donatidhedPoinsettia Project

The Poinsettia Project

Donor
| will purchase poinsettias at the costIst50 per plant
I will help The Poinsettia Project with my gift &f separate from the plant order

In memory of

In honor of

Questions? Please call Louise Frenier 528313 or Bryan Carper 5207159

Last day to order flowers is December 4th
Poinsettia Project contributions graciously accepted any time
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Financial Up-Date

November 20, 2011
2010 Budget $388,385.00
Amount needed each month 32,365.42
Amount received (10/23 ¢ 11/20) 32,373.80

Amount needed Year-to-date

47 weeks @ $7,468.95 per week budgeted ~ 351,040.65
Amount collected year-to-date 327,491.27
Amount needed each Month for
Building/Capital Improvement

Loan Payment 3,997.41
Amount received Building/Capital

Improvement (10/23 ¢ 11/20) 2,446.00
Memorials received 10/23¢ 11/20 40.00

December 03
06
10
11

17

23
24

25

December Schedule

9:30 am Santa Breakfast

6:00 pm  Christmas Parade/Open House ¢ Fellowship Hall

Morning Star Class Dinner

10 am  Christmas Pageant { Cookie Social in Fellowship

Hall, hosted by the Bykota Circle

UMM Christmas Dinner
7 pm ?22xOO0OUEOI OUU> w" T UDUUOEUW/ ET |
6 pm Candlelight and Communion, Sanctuary

p? WEOPOa wnUDl OEOa - A
11 am Candlelight and Communion , Sanctuary (Traditional)
10:30 am Gather in Social Hall to process to Sanctuary for:

11 am Worship

Please Note: Highland will be offering a Christmas Eve dinner in the Fellowship Hall at 7:30
pm between our two Christmas Eve services. All are invited to attend. Meats will be
provided for entrée; you are invited to contribute side dishes and desserts.

E

0

U
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Birthdays
017 Paige Renn 177 Ryan Cheeley
0271 Walter George Natalie Odom
Emily Smith 207 DanielFitzke
037 Amy Crafton Rebecca Orcutt
Alyshia McCory 217 John F. Carrington
04171 Brian Hart Terri BrockwellWaggoner
061 Debra Mayes 22- Aubry Lucas
Sherry Tucker 23 Elisabeth Patterson
077 Fred Barker 247 Betty Thompson
Bryan Carper
Donna Orders 251 Melanie Humphreys
Shirley Slaybaugh 261 George Breidenbach
087 Ruth Elliott Vickie Clarke
Kelci Goadman Myla Lundie
Stephanie Phelps ) Ashley Rollison
097 David Bennett 27 I\EAIZr?crj])c/)rMAche?ér
Amanda lebs 287 Ashley Lane
. Megan Mw_ns 297 John Lilley
107 Mary Perkinson Gordon Nicely
Amanda M|tChe”Ste" 307 A|yx Treaster
117 Matthew Phelps Michael Watkins

127 Maxine Pollock

137 David Breidenbach

147 Laura BreweiWalker
John Brockwell

157 Dwight Nicholas
Helen Yates

167 Linda Holley
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017 Rebekah Ritchie
Kim Rollinson
Virginia Sisson

027 Linda Morris

0371 Katherine Kimbrough

0571 Jamie Gottshall
Paula Ritchie

0671 Daniell Drumheller
Elizabeth Gaskin
Edwin Tucker

0771 Janice Brown
Margaret Man

0971 Brenda Bowman
Joy Fenderson
John Keeler

107 Leonard Lewis
Eric Neace
Sarah Primmer
Cathy Walker

117 Shawn Broaddus
Cynthia Hauset.awton
Dougie Jackson

127 Alysha Nicole Starnes
Andrew Ryan Starnes
Olivia Walker
Nicholas Walker

147 Christopher James
Mary Netzley

157 Ricky Ward, 11l

167 William Anderson
Kathy Treaster

BiRTHDAYS

January

177 Lisa Barker
Jennifer Barfield
Jack Hundley
Kevin Tucker

187 Barbara Hack

197 Larry Hart
Kevin Richey

207 Jerry Crigger
Wayne Mishoe
Jacob Ezell

2171 Carol Johnson
Guy Greene

227 Amy Armstrong
Emily Whittle
Max lvey

2371 Lori S. Callis
Lynda Mayes

2471 William R. Mayes
Briana Streeter

251 John Kimbriel
Jean Spiers

267 John Hamlin

271 Edythe Martin

281 Annette Morris

2971 Laurence Amiss, Jr

3071 Joyce George
Bradley Zimny

317 Tommy Hammond
Brittany Perkinson
Betty Roberts



